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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
1/23/2008 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

. 3. Claims 1-3, 5, 6, and 15-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Phillips (US 2,823,402). 

4. As applied to claims 1-3, and 5, Phillips teaches a roller assembly (10, Fig. 1), 
comprising: 

an oiling roller (central element 34 and compressible material 38 over the 
cylindrical sleeve 40, Figs. 2 & 3); 
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a roller shaft (22, Figs. 1 & 2) wherein the roller shaft extends an entire length of 
the oiling roller and the oiling roller is mounted on the roller shaft and about which the 
oiling roller rotates; and 

at least one cap unit (end cap unit 16 including element 36 with flange portion 44 
and 46 and end cap unit 18 including element 32 with flange portion 44 and 46, Figs. 1- 
3) including a substantially identical pair of caps (the pairs 16 & 18) disposed on an end 
face of the roller shaft, and wherein the at least one cap unit comprises a flange portion 
(flange portion 44 including 46, Fig. 2) at an end of the at least one cap unit that comes 
into contact with the oiling roller, and a recess portion (recess portions to accommodate 
the screw 26 and retainer means 28, Fig. 2) at an opposite ends of the at least one cap 
unit, 

wherein the oiling roller has a porous formed body made of compressible 
material (38, absorbent resilient material such as lamb's wool, col. 2, lines 39-41). 

5. As applied to claim 6, Phillips teaches the roller assembly of claim 1 , wherein the 
at least one cap unit disposed on an end face of the oiling roller can be squeezed 
(pressed) with an inward force to deflect the roller (compressible material 38 of central 
element 34), while the roller provides an opposite force lateral load to the end of the at 
least one cap unit (col. 2, lines 61-67, Fig. 1-3). 

Note that Phillips teaches a roller assembly for applying paint, or other liquid 
substances (col. 1, lines 1-7) and as such, meets the claimed "oiling roller." 

6. As applied to claims 15-18, Phillips teaches a roller assembly (10, Fig. 1), 
comprising: 
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an oiling roller (central element 34 and compressible material 38 over the 
cylindrical sleeve 40, Figs. 2 & 3); 

a roller shaft (22, Figs. 1 & 2) wherein the roller shaft extends an entire length of 
the oiling roller and the oiling roller is mounted on the roller shaft and about which the 
oiling roller rotates; and 

at least one cap unit (end cap unit 16 including element 36 with flange portion 44 
and 46 and end cap unit 18 including element 32 with flange portion 44 and 46, Figs. 1- 
3) including a substantially identical pair of caps (the pairs 16 & 18) disposed on an end 
face of the roller shaft, and wherein the at least one cap unit comprises a flange portion 
(flange portion 44 including 46, Fig. 2) at an end of the at least one cap unit that comes 
into contact with the oiling roller, and a recess portion (recess portions to accommodate 
the screw 26 and retainer means 28, Fig. 2) at an opposite ends of the at least one cap 
unit, 

wherein the oiling roller has a porous formed body made of compressible 
material (38, absorbent resilient material such as lamb's wool, col. 2, lines 39-41), and 

» 

wherein the at least one cap unit compresses the compressible material of the oiling 
roller where it contacts the oiling roller (col. 2, lines 61-67, Fig. 1-3). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 1-3 and 5-6 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as anticipated by Morganti 
et al. (US 6,728,506) or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over 
Morganti et al. in view of Boelkins (US 5,690,738). 

As applied to claims 1-3, Morganti et al. teach a roller assembly, comprising: 
an oiling roller (31 , Figs. 9 and 10); 

a roller shaft (perforated, oil distribution tube, not shown, col. 4, lines 32-38) 
wherein the roller shaft extends an entire length of the oiling roller and the oiling roller is 
mounted on the roller shaft and about which the oiling roller rotates; and 

at least one cap unit (journal 60, Fig. 9) including a substantially identical pair of 
caps (journal 60 and 60a, Figs. 9 and 10) disposed on an end face of the roller shaft, 
and wherein the at least one cap unit comprises a flange portion (flange portion 149 of 
journal 60, Fig. 9) at an end of the at least one cap unit that comes into contact with the 
oiling roller, and a recess portion (145, Fig. 9) at an opposite end of the at least one cap 
unit, 
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wherein the oiling roller has a porous formed body made of compressible 
material (felt or the like, col. 1, lines 34-37). 

In alternative, if the Applicant does not agree that the "felt" material disclosed by 
Morganti et al. is a porous body made of compressible material, Boelkins teaches a 
roller assembly wherein an oiling roller (12) includes a porous and compressible felt 
cover (54, Fig. 7) in order to facilitate the overall uniformity and controlled dispersion of 
the liquid (col. 8, lines 18-24). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 

* 

time of invention, to have provided Morganti et al. with a porous, compressible felt 
material as taught by Boelkins in order to provide a suitable roller with an effective and 
uniform means of releasing oil. 

9. As applied to claim 5, Morganti et al. teach a retainer (ribs 150 and 151, Figs. 9 
and 10) disposed onto the end of the roller shaft (68, Fig. 4). 

10. As applied to claim 6, regarding the limitation the cap "can" be squeezed , a 
recitation of the intended use of the claimed invention must result in a structural 
difference between the claimed invention and the prior art in order to patentably 
distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art. If the prior art structure is capable of 
performing the intended use, then it meets the claim. 

Response to Arguments 

1 1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-3 and 5-6 have been considered 

* 

but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Application/Control Number: 10/707,572 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3726 

Conclusion 

12. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sarang Afzali whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8412. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00-3:30 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Bryant can be reached on 571-272-4526. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



SA 

1/30/2008 




DAVID P. BRYANT 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 




